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JACKSON, Miss. — Since 1964, 
when the first nightrider homb- 
ings rang out across the Missis* 
sippi landscape, 33 blasts have 
been set off in. a siege of mipun*! 
Med civil rights terror, I' 
This week in a court room at 
Meridian, the State of Missis- 
sippi achieved in what was to i 
have been the 34th bombing in- 
cident, a historic ttiming point 
against terrorism with explo- 
sives. 

Thomas Albert Tarrants HI, 
a youthful Klan protege, was 
. convicted of piacing a bomb last 
^ June at the home of a promment 
Meridian Jewish leader who 
had been active in a bi-racial 
‘^Committee of Conscience.” 

The Tairants verdict marked ^ 

. the first time the state of Mis-' 
sissippi has successfully prose- 
cuted any case In the five-year 
reign nightrider bombings. 

LAW PASSED 

Ironically, the conviction was 
also the first ever made under 
a tough law on bombing which 
had been passed 21 years ago 
this month. 

The law, enacted in a pack- 
age of harsh measures taken 
by the then governor and the 
Legislature to put down a vio- 
lent bus company strike, hardly 
bears any resemblance to the 
; situatnm now faced by the state. 

In the context of the times 
; that the bombing laws were 
written, It was not conceived; 

I that such laws would ever be 
t used to crack down on terrorists 
iwho seek to use their own code 
punish persons aiding in the 
; civil rights cause. 

; The law had contemplated 
1. situations where bombs would 
^ be planted in connectioii wiHii 
; tran^rtati(m facilities, railroad .' 

^ terminals, bus stations and pub- 
; lie utilities, because these w^e 


I stressed in the wording of the 
' act. 

; r DETAH^ OF ACT 

* ^ But the act also mentitmed 
I ^^buUding,” which could he con- 
; strued to mean a house, where 

* persons are located or goods are 
I stored, 

t It provided a maximum pen- 
I alty of death, if fixed by the 

* juiy iqKrn conviction. In absence 
: Of the death penalty being as- 

sessed by Ihe jury, lie term 
; in prison would be fixed by the 
court. 

Ibis is what happened in, the 
7^ Tarrants case. The jury tauught 
; ,hack a guilty verdict, but did 
" not -reconimend a penalty. Cir- 
^ cuit Judge Lester WiUMison 
Sfixed a 30-year sentence, 

: In the long line of bombings 
the targets signbf- 
i<^tiy have dianged from ex- 
clusively Negroes in the begin- 
ning to whites who have shown [ 
sympathy for the civil rightsi 
cause and -to members ol thel 
Jewish faith. 

The initiai btmibings of 1964 
had been a series of blasts at 
Negro churches and buildings 
used by civil rights workers. 

By 1967, such targets as a 
Jackson Jewish temple, the 
home of a Methodist lay leader, 
the residence of a rabbi w^e 
marked for blasts. 

In May, a Jewish synagogue 
at Meridian had been blasted 
with a bomb, apparently a work 
of terror because the Jewish 
community in Meridian had 


Ijomed in supporting a drive to 
jend terror that had involved a 
series of Negro churches 
around the city. 


